How to
host a

baffle
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for Humanity® :
Greater Raleigh :

What is a baffle and why make them?

¢ A baffle is a piece of cardboard that is painted with prayers and
blessings, and then is installed into the eaves of a home to hold
insulation in place.

e Because volunteers must be 16 years old to work on the
construction site, a baffle project gives younger people a chance
to make a difference in their community.

¢ We need approximately 50 baffles for every house we build.

¢ Here’s agreat video that explains all about baffles - Baffles & Blessings

Location

e Some congregations prefer to do it in their parking lot, where it
probably doesn’t matter if some paint gets spilled. But then, you
might have a weather issue.

e Others have done it in the basement.

¢ Still others do it in a common space, on tables that are covered with
plastic and have drop cloths on the floor.

Invitation

e What groups and ages are you targeting with the baffle project?
e Some congregations will have the adults or teenagers cut out the baffles, and then have
the younger children paint the baffles.

Preparation

Acquire cardboard

e Each sheet of cardboard needs to be at least 28" x 40".

¢ In the good ol’ days appliances were delivered to the big box stores in cardboard, and
those stores would give it away if someone came and picked it up. Now they are mostly
delivered wrapped in plastic. We recommend that you contact Costco, Sam’s Club,
Home Depot and Lowe’s to see if any of their appliances have been delivered in
cardboard recently.

e Some buy it from Amazon, International Plastics or Uline .



https://www.amazon.com/BOX-USA-BSP36-Corrugated-Sheets/dp/B01D278Q8A/ref=sr_1_8?crid=3P47C9OX1C1UF&keywords=cardboard%2Bsheets&qid=1708126461&sprefix=cardboard%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-8&th=1
https://www.interplas.com/36-x-42-corrugated-sheets-p-bx-sw3642
https://www.uline.com/Product/Detail/S-7354/Corrugated-Pads/30-x-40-200-lb-Corrugated-Pads
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_wssJE0k-k

Preparation (con’t)
Get painting supplies
¢ You will need paint, containers to put the paint in, brushes, and water bowls to

clean brushes.
e Some congregations prefer to use crayons or paint pens.

Pick up a template
¢ We have plywood templates from which you can trace the shape onto the
cardboard.
¢ Please contact Rebecca Hix (rebecca.hix@habitatraleigh.org) to pick one up
from our administrative office (2420 N. Raleigh Blvd, Raleigh).
OR
¢ Kris Nilles (kris.nilles@habitatraleigh.org) to pick one up from our construction
warehouse (3301 Jones Sausage Rd, Garner).

Cut-out cardboard
¢ Using the plywood template, trace the shape for baffles with a marker, then
have someone cut them out with a box cutter.

Painting
Paint pictures and blessings

¢ You can paint prayers and favorite scripture verses, pictures and other blessings that will be
installed in the house.

Bless the baffles
¢ At many congregations the clergy will bless the baffles. Sometimes it happens during a worship
service, other times, it occurs at the end of the project day.

Delivery

Drop off at Habitat Greater Raleigh’s Construction Warehouse
¢ Once the completed baffles have dried, and been blessed, they need to be delivered to our
Construction Warehouse (3301 Jones Sausage Rd, Garner).
¢ Please email Kris Nilles (Kris.nilles@habitatraleigh.org), our Logistic Manager, to arrange a time
to drop them off.
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